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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 1-4,6-21 ,23-56 and 76 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over O'Brien in view of Shukat et al. 

O'Brien discloses a panel that has rings, sleeves or tabs, all of which are 
readable on element 20 which is sewn at 64 onto the curtain and hence "non- 
releasable". The rod has not been positively recited and the sleeves/rings 20 are 
capable of being mounted on a rod. Also provided are spaced guide elements 26 which 
guide pull cords 60 or 88. The panel is made of cotton fabric, column 3, line 58. The 
synthetic fabric of claim 7 is not chosen, thereby obviating the limitation of claim 9, etc. 
The use of the panel, i.e. room divider, wall hanging, etc., is a functional recitation that 
does not limit the structure of the device. The size of the panel is obvious depending on 
the size of the opening it is intended to cover. Referring to Figs. 13 and 14, O'Brien 
says that each cord 88 extends upwardly through the rings 26 and then extend to a 
"common lateral edge". This clearly indicates that the cords extend "across at least a 
portion of the panel at or near a top of the panel". What is not shown by O'Brien are the 
slats, or the equivalent thereto, dowels. However, such are well known in the art, as 
illustrated by Shukat at 52. It would have been obvious to modify O'Brien to have such 
slats so as to provide defined pleats. See Fig. 5 in Shukat et al which illustrates the 
accumulated configuration of the panel. 

Claims 57-60,62-75 and 77-80 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over O'Brien in view of Shukat et al, as applied above, and further in view 
of Hwang. 
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Providing pulleys and a cord lock to provide smooth, low friction guiding of the 
cords of O'Brien and easy, convenient locking thereof is well known the Roman shade 
art, as illustrated by Hwang. In view of this teaching, it would have been obvious to 
modify O'Brien whereby he provides such pulleys and cord locks. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 
As discussed in the rejection above, the cords clearly are directed laterally near the top 
of the shade. Further, the new recitations regarding the pulleys and cord lock are taught 
by Hwang. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Blair M. Johnson whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6830. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri., 6:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on (571) 272-6843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. / 
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